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A Whole School Plan for

History

	Title :  History Whole School Plan


	· Introductory Statement and Rationale

(a) Introductory Statement

This policy was reviewed in February 2023 by the whole teaching staff of Glencastle National School in accordance with the guidelines set out in the revised Primary School Curriculum 1999.  Through the formulation of this policy, a common understanding of the purpose of the subject and how it will be implemented in this school has been created among the staff. Therefore, it will form the basis for teachers’ long and short term planning. It will also inform new and temporary teachers of the approaches and methodologies used in the teaching of History in our school.
(b) Rationale

In keeping with the guidelines from the DES (1999) we have written this plan to ensure a consistent approach to the teaching and planning of history in our school. This plan further enables us to conform to principles outlined in the primary curriculum 1999. We recognise History as an integral element of Social, Environmental and Scientific education. SESE enables the child to live as an informed and caring member of local and wider communities. The plan will also inform teachers classroom planning and aid them in implementing the revised history curriculum.

	· Curriculum Planning 

1. Strands and Strand Units

Each teacher is familiar with the strands, strand units and content objectives for his/ her relevant class level and aware of these for other levels as we have mixed classes. We feel this is important in order to ensure a continuum throughout the school. 
We are aware that the infant classes to second class have to cover all strands and strand units, from third to sixth class there is a menu curriculum from which we have chosen topics. We are aware that we have to carry out two in depth studies each year from third class to sixth class level, one local and one national/international. 
When picking history topics teachers of third to sixth class will collaborate when selecting strand units. Equal emphasis is given to each strand and strand unit. A full range of objectives will be covered during each year. Where appropriate individual teachers may choose to pick one or more topics per year to use in a theme-based approach to SESE
We have completed our history audit and appended to our whole school plan. We have identified areas of our local environment which we intend to use in our study of local and national issues. 
2. Skills and Concepts Development

Each teacher is aware that the curriculum provides for the development of a growing range of historical skills and concepts. Teachers will employ varying teaching methods to ensure a balance between skills development and the acquisition of knowledge while teaching history. Each teacher is aware of the aspects of Working as a Historian that apply at each class level. See overview of skills attached.
Infants

Time and Chronology

Using Evidence

Communication
First – Sixth Classes

Time and Chronology

Change and Continuity

Cause and Effect

Using Evidence
Synthesis and Communication

Empathy


	

	

	3. Approaches and Methodologies
Our History Curriculum states that one of the keys to successful history teaching is the use of a broad range of classroom approaches and methodologies. We are aware of the variety of approaches and methodologies outlined as particularly suited to history and will endeavour to employ as many as we can. The range will include:

· Story (pgs 65-71, TG)
· Personal and family history (pgs 72-75, TG)
· Using Artefacts  (pgs 81-86, TG)
· Drama and role play (pgs 109-113, TG)
· Using pictures and photographs (pgs 87-98, TG)
· Use of the environment (pgs 99-103, TG)
· Oral evidence (pgs 77-80,TG)
· Documentary evidence (pgs 104-108, TG)
· Use of ICT  (pg 114, TG)
Having reviewed the approached and methodologies we have identified two areas that we intend to focus on in the coming year. We are going to collect artefacts thus enabling us to use them in the classroom and documentary evidence which will be collected and stored for use in all classes. 


	4. Linkage and Integration 

· Linkage:
We acknowledge that linkage and integration are recommended within the SESE curriculum we hope to make a link between our history topics in so far as possible for the class levels. We recognise that there are opportunities to link strands within the history curriculum. Teachers will explore such linkage across the History curriculum and will note such opportunities in their classroom. Some of the topics in Continuity and Change will also link with other strand units we have taken this into account in our planning.
Examples of linkage in the curriculum include:

Infant history and SPHE through the exploration of the theme Myself

History and Visual Arts – looking at the Renaissance and incorporating into our project work
· Integration:

We agree with the statement made on page 9 of the history curriculum that history makes an important and distinctive contribution to the development of the child; however, history also complements the growth of the child’s geographical and scientific learning. With this in mind, we will ensure to explore possibilities to integrate the SESE subjects in our individual planning.
      History integrates with other areas within the SESE curriculum some examples of integration  

      may include:
      Picking our European and Non European country in Geography    
      Exploration of World War II in History integrates with Geography and Science

      Exploring themes across the SESE curriculum e.g. Transport, Bridges etc.

 

	5. Multi-Grade Teaching

As we have split classes in the mainstream part of our  school we follow a two yearly plan, incorporating classes infants to first, second to third and fourth to sixth. This may vary from year to year and teachers will adjust their plans accordingly.  We ensure that all pupils’ needs are met and all strands and strand units are covered. The infant classes and first class will cover all strands. We differentiate in relation to assessment, activity and response. When planning we have tried to link the topics throughout the history curriculum when deciding on strands and strand units for third to sixth class in so far as is possible
We are aware of the necessity for teachers in multi-class situations to engage in close consultation with colleagues. Selection of textbooks, topics and resources is a collaborative exercise.
In each class History textbooks or Teacher’s Resource Book, to include Explore With Me and Small World ,are kept as a resource in the class to supplement teaching. Younger children within the junior end of the school will experience some of the senior strand units through story.


	6. Assessment and Record Keeping 
Assessment in History must seek to measure and report the child’s progress and achievements in all aspects of the curriculum. We will assess the following:
· Progress in children’s knowledge about the past

· Children’s ability to use and the development of historical skills

· Development of children’s attitudes, interests, critical thinking skills
As a staff we have discussed the purposes of assessment in history and reached a shared understanding of the assessment tools we will use. These will include:
· Teacher observation (pages 79, 80 C.S.)

· Teacher designed tasks and tests (pages 80, 81 C.S.)

· Work samples and projects (pages 82, 83 C.S.)
· Brainstorming 
· Feedback from pupils.

In line with our school’s policy on assessment (October 2021) the primary purpose underlying assessment in history is to enhance the learning experiences of the child.


	7. Children with Different Needs 
In our Special Classes History aims to develop an understanding that things change over time and that these changes affect their lives and the lives of others. Initially this may start with

understanding an awareness of daily routines, generating memory and developing anticipation. We begin with an initial emphasis on our pupils’s own personal and family history, developing an awareness of difference between past and present. We particularly focus on special events in his/her own life, school and community.

As this knowledge and awareness between past and present develops in their own environment our 
students are gradually introduced to a wider variety of historical sources through field trips with 
their mainstream peers if applicable and local myths and legends.
The children in the special classes participate in history through an SESE

topic each month. Each topic will include strands from all three SESE subjects. The primary 
curriculum and NCCA curriculum guidelines for children with learning disabilities are used in a 
menu style where the teacher selects appropriate objectives from the different strands applicable for 
the individual needs of the children.  The teacher ensures a broad and balanced plan is made in 
accordance with the school’s subject plans.

At times during the year some pupils from our special classes are integrated with mainstream class 
for history activities e.g. on annual mini tour to local places of historic interest. 

Some of the  children in the Autism class integrate into mainstream for SESE.

We are aware of the distinct role history can play in the harmonious development of each and every child. We will do our best to ensure that all children have the opportunity to experience a rounded historical education.
We will strive to make the history curriculum accessible to as many children as possible. In order to do this we will consider:
· Making an effort to create opportunities for hands on practical activities
· Using a mixture of whole class teaching, group work, grouping children across the classes.
· Employing a variety of methodologies in the classroom

· More able pupils will be encouraged to carry out research in certain topic areas

· Offer a variety of recording methods.
We endorse the emphasis this curriculum places on the exploration of personal and family history at all levels and are very conscious of the sensitivities some aspects of these topics may require. In instances where it would be insensitive to explore a child’s own personal and family history we will consider the substitution of the personal and family history of another person, the curriculum allows for this within the strand unit My family or a family of a person known to me.


	8. Equality of Participation and Access
Refer to School Equality Policy
· Equal opportunity will be given to boys and girls to experience all strands and strand units of the history curriculum and participate in all class activities
· Provision for children with physical disabilities will be made so that they can access the history curriculum 
· Children whose first language is not English will be supported in accessing the history curriculum through support from SET
· Our studies will range from local, national and international

· History in our school will place equal emphasis on the lives of ordinary people of the past.

· At all class levels we include the lives of men, women and children from different social, cultural, ethnic and religious backgrounds.


	· Organisational Planning

Timetable

In keeping with the recommendations in the Primary School Curriculum Introduction (page 70) a minimum of three hours will be allocated to SESE per week, from first class to sixth, and two and a quarter hours with the infant classes.
On occasion, time will be blocked as appropriate. This might occur when:

· working on a project

· exploring the local environment

· devising and undertaking a local trail
Teachers will consider the use of discretionary curriculum time for SESE when appropriate.


	Resources and ICT
Each teacher will be responsible for their own resources. Teachers have a range of resources and reference materials to supplement the teaching of history in the classroom. One of these resources will be the environment and we have attached an environmental audit outlining areas of possible local study, this may include areas of local historic interest. We have further appended a list of resources that we will use to enhance the teaching of history these include a range of schemes, programmes, educational software, videos and reference books that are consistently in use as an aid to curricular implementation.  



	11. Health and Safety

Please refer to our School’s Health and Safety statement and appended Geography Fieldwork Guidelines. Before use in the classroom artefacts will be examined by the teacher and checked for potential danger i.e. sharp edges. Artefacts with small parts will not be used with infants.


	12. Individual Teachers’ Planning and Reporting
· Teachers will use this Whole School Plan to inform long term and short term programmes of work. 

· Teachers will report on work completed on a Monthly Report template the Cúntas Miosúil, these will inform future classroom planning and review of this plan. 



	13. Staff Development
Teachers will have access to reference books and materials to further their knowledge and expertise.
Staff is aware of and encouraged to attend history related courses in our local Education Centre. Opportunities are given for the sharing of information and expertise from these courses with the rest of the staff. We will liaise with various external agencies e.g. Heritage in School, Museum of Country Life etc.


	14. Parental Involvement
The DES handbook Primary School Curriculum; Your child’s learning, Guidelines for Parents (NCCA); The What, Why and How of children’s learning is available to parents on our school website. 

We will encourage parents to talk with their children about their personal and family history, this will also involve sourcing family photographs, lending artefacts for display and encouraging children to have an interest in local historic places. Parents and grandparents, will be invited to the school to share their historical experiences with the children. Parents may be asked, (Garda Vetted) to accompany the children on school trips.


	15. Community Links
We have identified a number of individuals, groups and agencies in our local community who may
 be able to support our history programme. The local library in Belmullet will be a source of historical knowledge for the children i.e. documentary evidence, maps, copies of The Western People, local authors etc. The tourist Office and the Údaras Office are useful sources for local History.Arás Inis Gluaire (Our Local Arts Centre) occasionally have exhibitions of historical content. Ways in which the local community can support the history curriculum are 

· Interview a local older resident/ historian

· Visit to a local building to support our history curriculum e.g. Blacksod Lighthouse
· Visits from local/ national agencies e.g. heritage council etc. 
· Guided historical Tour around Bemulllet by Alcehmy Tours- Neal Doherty
Places of historic interest
Our local area is of immense historical value, linking in with our history curriculum, we have appended our history environmental audit. Other places of historic interest include

· Sean scoil

· Old graveyard in Glencastle

· Our Lady of Lourdes Church - Glencastle

· Dún Donal
· Old Protestant Church

·  Guided History Walk around Belmullet

· St Deirbhile’s Well

· The Lighthouse in Blacksod

· Ionad Deirbhile – Heritage Centre

· The Blow Hole – Dún na Módha

· Terry’s Cottage

· Deirbhile’s Twist

· Teachers Resource Book Middle Room A History of The GAA From Cú Chulainn to Shefflin

· Teachers Resource Book Middle Room Unlocking SESE Teacher Evaluation Copy 3rd Class

·  Teachers Resource Book Middle Room-Folens – The Pupil’s Workbook of Ireland

· Teachers Resource Book Middle Room- Fallon’s Plans and Scales

· Teachers Resource Book Middle Room-Just Maps 3rd Class

· Teachers Resource Book Middle Room-Map assessment 1 CJ Fallon

· Teachers Resource Book Middle Room-Prim Ed mapping Skills

· Teachers Resource Book Middle Room-Unlocking History 3rd Class Teacher’s Evaluation Copy



	Planned School Outings for Middle & Senior Rooms

Year 1

2022/23

Year 2

2023/24

Year 3 

2024/25

Year 4
2025/26

Guided Historical Walk around Belmullet
Alchamy Tours 

Wild Nephin National Park, Ballycroy
 Heritage Ireland Céide Fields

Stone Age
Guided Tour Around Blacksod Lighthouse to explore it’s maritime history and links to D Day World War 2. 
Terry;s Cottage

Ionad Deirbhile.

Deirbhile’s Well
 National Museum of Ireland  Country House Turlough Park Castlebar

Success Criteria
We will use the following  criteria to assess the success of this plan
· Teacher’s preparation is based on this plan.

· Procedures outlined in this plan are consistently followed throughout the school

· Children’s feedback

· Teacher feedback

· Inspectors’ suggestions/feedback
· Review our short term aims – in this regard it will be necessary for us to revisit the short term aims that we identified and update accordingly.

We will consider if the plan has promoted the key considerations of the history curriculum

· That history is defined as an attempt to reconstruct and interpret the past rather than the past itself

· That these is a balance between skills and content

· The child has the opportunity to work effectively as a young historian

· The curriculum is spiral and developmental in structure

· The child engages in studies from local, national and international history

History is integrated across the curriculum from infants to sixth class.

	

	(Implementation

(a) Roles and Responsibilities
All class teachers are responsible for the implementation of the history curriculum in their own classrooms. The environmental and resources audit and development will be carried out as a staff activity.

(b) Timeframe
School year 2022/23- 25/26

	· Review

This plan will be reviewed in September 2026 co-ordinated by Mrs Mc Intyre. This may occur during staff meetings/during other planning sessions. All staff will be involved in the process of review.



	· Ratification and Communication
Ratified by Board of Management :

Signed __________________________________________


 Chairperson, Board of Management
Date: ________________________




Appendix 1 School Resources for History   
Archaeology in the Classroom it’s about time! Middle & Senior Room   

Explore with Me- Edco Digital 

Explore With Me- Teacher Resource Books

Get Epic- Website/story/video

Twinkl- Printable Resources

Small World History 5th & 6th - Digital Resources
SESE- Unlocking History Folens- Teachers Manuals & Digital Resource
Ages Ago 4th – 6th Class

History Quest 4th – 6th CJ Fallon

Folklore (Local History Documents)
Wonderland Stage 2- ASD Class

Primary History 4th Class- Ages Ago- ASD class

What a Wonderful World 1st & 2nd Class –ASD class

Earthlinks 2nd & 3rd Class- ASD class

Working through history 1- ASD Class

Teachers Resource Book Middle Room- A History Of The GAA From Cú Chulainn to Shefflin

Teachers Resource Book Middle Room- Unlocking SESE Teacher’s Evaluation Copy
Teachers Resource Book Middle Room- Unlocking History
Teachers Resource Book Middle Room- What a Wonderful World First & Second Class-Resource Book
Teachers Resource Book Junior Room- Irish Fairy Tales & Legends Una Leavy & Susan Field

Teachers Resource Book Junior Room- The Usbourne Book of Myths and Legends

Teachers Resource Book Junior Room- O Brien Best- Loved Irish Legends- Eithne Massey
Teachers Resource Book Junior Room- Ragged Bear’s This is Me and This is My Family Tree Activity Book by Nicky May

Teachers Resource Book Junior Room- Saint Patrick Patron Saint of Ireland by Lois Rock

Teachers Resource Book Junior Room- The Boyne Valley Book of Irish Legends
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