Scoil Mhuire Gleann a’ Chaisil
 Whole School Plan for 
Geography
	· Introductory Statement and Rationale

(a) Introductory Statement: 
This policy was reviewed by the teaching staff in Glencastle  National School in February 2023  It incorporates the key messages, skills, content and methodologies of the Geography curriculum. The plan forms the basis of each teacher’s long and short term planning in Geography. It informs new or temporary teachers of our approaches and methodologies in this subject area.
(b) Rationale 
We recognize that Geography is an integral part of the Social, Environmental and Scientific Education of our pupils. In our school, SESE provides opportunities for the child to explore, investigate, and develop an understanding of the natural, human, social, and cultural environment in which he/she lives. The distinct role Geography plays in SESE is one of helping the child understand and appreciate the physical and human features of their immediate and wider environments. This policy is drawn up in keeping with the 1999 Primary School Curriculum, to conform to the principles outlined in this curriculum, and to review our practices in light of these principles. As a whole- school policy, it guides the organised teaching and learning in Glencastle National School. This plan will form the basis of each teacher’s long and short term planning in Geography and will benefit teaching and learning within our school.



	· Vision and Aims

(a) Vision 
We would like to foster an interest in the children in their local environment and instil in them a sense of pride for their local natural environment. Our aim to provide for the holistic development of each and every child through the study of Geography in our school. Through our school’s Geography programme, we aim to help pupils to come to an understanding of and take an interest in the natural and human environments around them and the wider world. Environmental activities encouraged in our school will foster a positive attitude and sense of responsibility among our pupils for the natural environment and its relationship with the human environment. We want to make children aware that they have an impact on environmental issues for the future. We hope that children will have a clear awareness and knowledge of their immediate local area through the study of Geography in our school. 
(b) Aims

We endorse the aims of the SESE Geography curriculum as outlined in the Geography Curriculum P. 14:

· To develop knowledge and understanding of local, regional and wider environments and their interrelationships

· To encourage an understanding and appreciation of the variety of natural and human conditions on the Earth

· To develop empathy with people from diverse environments and an understanding of human interdependence

· To develop the ability to use a range of communicative methods, especially those concerned with the development of graphicacy

· To encourage the development of a sense of place and spatial awareness

· To encourage the development of caring attitudes and responsible behaviour towards the environment, and involvement in the identification, discussion, resolution and avoidance of environmental problems

· To develop an understanding of appropriate geographical concepts

We have prioritised the following short term aims
Short-term Aims:
· We will continue with our current recycling and composting initiatives.
· We will continue developing our vegetable patch in our school garden until new build starts. 
· The children will continue to be involved in the maintenance and upkeep of the school sensory garden, planting seasonal bulbs and general school grounds.
· We will look at the possibility of purchasing weather equipment for the senior classes


	· Curriculum Planning 

Each teacher is familiar with the strands and strand units, content objectives for their relevant class levels. We understand that all strands and all strand units must be covered each year but not all the content objectives need be addressed within a strand unit.
As a staff we consult with each other regularly to ensure there is continuity and progression in the geography programme from class to class, with work being differentiated for older children within the classes. In so far as is possible, teachers will avoid undue repetition of material however we note the geography curriculum allows for natural repetition of topics e.g. the local natural environment – the bog and seashore. We have agreed locations from 3rd to 6th class for study of a contrasting place in Ireland, a European and Non European country. 
                                                         4th, 5th & 6th Class
Place

Year 1
September 2022
Year 2

September 2023
Year 3

September 2024
Contrasting part of Ireland

The Burren
Tipperary
Derry
European Country

France
Greece
Norway
Non- European Country

Mexico
China
Australia
Yr 1
2022/23
Yr 2
2023/24
Yr 3
2024/25
Yr 1
2022/23
Yr 2
2023/24
Yr 3
2024/25
Yr 4

2025/26
Junior Room 
Junior Room
Junior Room 
Middle & Senior Room
Middle & Senior Room 
Middle & Senior Room
Middle & Senior Room
Patch of Grassland

(Pitch)

The Seashore

Row Of trees
The Bog
Wild Nephin National Park Ballycroy
The River

The Seashore
The Windmills
Year 1: September 2022              Year 2: September 2023   Year 3: September 2024
Refer to attached Environmental Audit (Appendix 2)                   


	2. Skills Development
We are aware that the development of Geographical skills is of equal importance to strand content in this curriculum. Class teachers will ensure that throughout their teaching there is a balance between skills development and the acquisition of knowledge. Teachers will refer to appropriate pages within curriculum outlining skills development for their relevant classes. 
The skills of Geographical Investigation include,
· a sense of place and space

· maps, globes and graphical skills

· geographical investigation skills  
Strategies for development of these skills may involve the children being actively involved in fieldwork and outdoor investigations (Teacher Guidelines p.68). Children are encouraged to explore their local area, which we undertake as class activities. The use of maps, globes and atlases will be used in age appropriate way from infants to 6thclass. Maps are available in the school from the local area to international maps. The skills Geographical investigation skills and a sense of place and space are taught in tandem with curricular content. By following the content of this curriculum and by developing the geographical skills the children in our school are given opportunities to work as geographers at every class level.


	3. Children’s ideas 
Teachers use the children’s ideas of place and space as a starting point for all geographical activity.
We find out what the children already know and build on their previous knowledge through 
· Talk and discussion

· Questioning and Problem solving
· Annotated drawings

· Concept maps
· Listening
· Brainstorming

· Drawings

· Teacher designed tasks and tests
 Children in our school will be encouraged to question and openly investigate using practical hands on activities. 


	4. Approaches and Methodologies
We plan to use the  key methodologies of the Primary Curriculum in the teaching of Geography
· Active learning

· Problem solving

· Developing skills through content

· Talk and discussion

· Co-operative learning

· Use of the environment.

Teachers follow the recommended sequence for geography – local, regional, national, European and global and reflect it back to their own location. We believe the children’s awareness of their local area is paramount however so too, is their understanding of the wider world. 
In learning about places teachers use the following methodologies:

Photos, Story, ICT, Maps, globes and atlases, 
In learning about the environment teachers use the following methodologies:

Photos, Story, ICT, Maps, globes and atlases, fieldwork
In learning about human environments teachers use the following methodologies:

Photos, Story, ICT, Maps, globes and atlases, survey, artefacts
In learning about natural environments teachers use the following methodologies:

Photos, ICT, Fieldwork, maps, globes and atlases,
In learning about other places teachers use the following methodologies:

Photos, Story, ICT, Maps, globes and atlases, Interview, artefacts.
Mapping skills and mapping concepts are developed using the following techniques e.g.:
The use of mapping stories in the junior classroom
Drawing of plans and use of aerial photos throughout the school

Globes are used in each class throughout the school.
Atlases are in use in the middle and senior classes

We have maps of the immediate environment both Ordnance and Tourist Maps for use in the senior classes.

Maps of Ireland, Europe and the world
Fieldwork is incorporated into our geography programme through the investigation of our local natural environment this also links with our habitat study in Science. We bring the children on field trips to local features of interest. Refer to the attached Environmental Audit and Fieldwork guidelines. 
Maps, globes and atlases are selected after consultation within the staff. Having reviewed methodologies, we have identified the area of fieldwork as a methodology we intend to prioritise, each class teacher will be responsible for this. Furthermore, this will link in with the use of the photos as a methodology. We have identified models and simulations and survey as two methodologies that we want to prioritise and use more frequently in class.


	5. Linkage and Integration  
We acknowledge that linkage and integration is recommended within the curriculum, as a school with multi classes this how we approach most of the SESE curriculum. The geography curriculum provides opportunity to link strands within the curriculum at each class level. Teachers have lists of integrated and linked topics from which to pick. Refer to integrated lists and Geography Teacher Guidelines. This will be reflected in teachers own planning. Strands can also be linked using a thematic approach across the geography curriculum e.g. seasons, weather and rocks and soils.
We have integrated History and Geography in our choices of the menu curriculum e.g.

3rd and 4th Year 1 – We chose China as our non European country which will integrate with the Chinese New Year. We chose Poland as our European country which will integrate with Life during World War 2 under the strand Life , Society , Work and culture in the past  We also  chose Italy as our European country which will integrate with the Romans under the strand Early People and ancient societies 


	6. Multi-Grade Teaching
We are an eight teacher school with three mainstream classrooms an ASD Class a Multiple Disability Class and an Early Intervention class.  As a school we sometimes undertake whole school projects like planting and development of the school garden.  When using a thematic/integrated approach we will differentiate the work for the different ages by expecting the older children to cover more ground in depth and content and presentation. Children partake in group work, grouped across the classes regardless of age, ability. We will take account of children with different needs and the Learning Support and Resource teacher may support the class if the need arises. 
Textbooks are selected after consultation with the Principal and staff and are a whole staff decision.  There are a range of supplementary materials available within the school from which to support the curriculum. 


	7. Assessment and Record Keeping  
Assessment in Geography seeks to achieve a balanced picture of the children’s progress in the knowledge and understanding of environmental matters, acquisition of geographical knowledge and skills and in the development of important positive attitudes.
Methods we will use:

· Teacher observation of the children’s learning as the geography curriculum is implemented
· Teacher designed tasks and tests at the end of units of work.

· Work samples, copies and projects 
· Classroom displays of project work
· Quizes
· Feedback from pupils

These records will inform the teacher as to the progress of the child and as to the effectiveness of their teaching methodologies. This information will form part of teacher’s classroom and school planning. Teachers share this information with parents at parent teacher meetings and when the opportunity provides itself. 


	8. Children with Different Needs
It is important that all children experience a rounded environmental education. Geography plays a pivotal role in this education and so we will do our best to ensure that every child will have opportunities to engage in learning activities appropriate to their abilities. 

We use the following techniques to provide for individual difference.
· Teachers will use a mixture of whole-class teaching and group work, with different groups set tasks of various complexities.

· Planning topics so that opportunities are provided for alternative investigation for the more/less able

· Teachers will develop their questioning techniques spanning from simple recall to more complex and analytical skills so that all pupils will have opportunities for success.
· Different ways of recording and communicating findings will be encouraged: drawing, ICT, written records, oral reports and models

· Intervening to ensure that all children are given direction, stimulus and encouragement that they require. 

· The exceptional ability child will be encouraged to undertake additional research and recording their geographical findings in a variety of ways.
· In the event where children are born abroad or who have lived in other countries they will be invited to share their experiences with the other pupils.
· Children can access the support of the SNA should the need arise.
The children in the special classes participate in geography through an SESE topic each month. Each topic will include strands from all three SESE subjects. We select relevant outcomes from the junior infant curriculum to plan and teach SESE in Early intervention and Multiple Class.
Some of the pupils from our ASD class may be integrated, age appropriately, into the mainstream classroom for Geography.    
The special classes integrate with the mainstream classes on projects such as the school garden, school tours and fieldtrips.



	9. Equality of Participation and Access
Refer to schools Equality Policy
Boys and girls will have equal opportunities to participate in geography lessons and activities and experience all strands and strand units. Children experiencing any form of difficulty have the support of the learning support and resource teachers. 
Interculturalism

Teachers will refer to the Department of Education and Science Intercultural Education in the Primary School Guidelines for Primary Schools.

The geography class is used as an opportunity to educate children as to the culture of all people, people from different countries and different cultures e.g. traveller children within our community. One of the European countries we have chosen to study is Poland as there are many Polish people living and working in Belmullet. Our geography curriculum celebrates difference in addition to promoting cultural awareness. 


	· Organisational Planning

10. Timetable  
In keeping with the recommendations in the Primary School Curriculum Introduction (page 70) a minimum of three hours will be allocated to SESE per week, from first class to sixth, and two and a quarter hours with the infant classes.

On occasion, time will be blocked as appropriate. This might occur when:

· working on a (integrated) project

· exploring the local environment

· devising and undertaking a local trail

Teachers will consider the use of discretionary curriculum time for SESE when appropriate.


	11. Resources and ICT
We have completed an audit of our SESE resources throughout the school, and attached them to the plan. Resources and reference materials are available within the classrooms. Resources are purchased as the need arises both by the teachers and principal. 
We use the following 

Edco ‘Explore with me’ junior infant programme (Multiple & Early intervention classes.

 - Object word wall based on monthly theme vocabulary 

- Sensory Story based on topic 

- Online resources: songs, story, images 

- Concrete objects to support monthly theme ie) Dolls house, Kitchen, Farms etc - Tuff Trays

Middle Room - Twinkl  & https://www.edcolearning.ie/Book/List 
We have  i pads and laptops  and these are used to support the teaching of Geography in the classroom. We also have a digital cameras and a data projector. 
 We have access to the internet which we use as a geographical resource. 


	12. Health and Safety
We have a Health and Safety policy in place in our school which covers safety concerns around out of school activities. For geography fieldwork we have also appended considerations for undertaking geography fieldwork. 


	13. Individual Teachers’ Planning and Reporting
The curriculum is presented as a yearly cycle

· Teachers will report on work completed on a Monthly Report template – Cúntas Míosúil. These will help inform teachers future classroom planning. Cuntás Miosúil’s will inform review of the Geography whole school plan as it will form the basis of work completed within the school. 
· Teachers will use the Geography curriculum strands strand units and whole school plan when planning. 
· Teachers keep yearly and fortnightly plans for Geography.


	14. Staff Development
Teachers have access to reference books, resource materials, and websites dealing with geography. Teachers are responsible for keeping these resources up to date. Individual teachers are able to purchase materials they require. School personnel can research new methodologies and approaches and are encouraged to use these in the classroom and share with colleagues. Teachers are made aware of geography courses available in Mayo Education Centre and in Belmullet and encouraged to attend and share their knowledge with other members of staff. 


	15. Parental Involvement
The DES handbook Primary School Curriculum; Your child’s learning, Guidelines for Parents (NCCA); The What, Why and How of children’s learning in primary school, NCCA DVD (2006) have been distributed to parents within the school community.

Parents have an important role to play as custodians of local knowledge that can be shared with their children as they explore the various aspects of the local environment. Parents and grandparents are encouraged to support the delivery of this programme by participating in surveys and interviews. When the opportunity presents itself parents may be invited to accompany the school on outdoor pursuits. Parents and grandparents may be invited to speak with children in the junior classrooms about working in the local community. 


	16. Community Links
People in the local community who have an interest and knowledge in the environment will be invited to speak to the children e.g. The Fire Officer, The Gardaí, Belmullet Library, Alchary Walking Tours, Local Churches, Local Lighthouses etc.


	· Success Criteria
It is our aim that the whole school plan for Geography will make a difference to the teaching and learning of Geography in our school. We shall review this whole school plan in the future under the following headings:

· How will we know that the plan has been implemented? 

· Teachers’ preparation based on this plan

· Procedures outlined in this plan consistently followed

· Have we achieved our short term aims – trails and purchasing our weather equipment and building up a portfolio of photos of the local area?

· Has the plan achieved its aims? We aim to use the following strategies. 
· Teacher/parent feedback

· Children’s feedback 

· Inspectors’ suggestions/reports

· Has the plan promoted the key considerations when implementing the geography programme?

· Geography is about developing a sense of  space and place
· Children’s ideas of place and space are used as the starting point
· Knowledge and skills are of equal importance
· The primary resource for geography is the environment, starting with the local, then regional, national, European and global.


	· Implementation

(a) Roles and Responsibilities

All class teachers are responsible for the implementation of the geography curriculum in their own classrooms. The environmental and resources audit and development will be carried out as a staff activity.
(b) Timeframe 
Geography has been implemented throughout our school, as a staff we are still developing resources. 


	· Review
This plan will be reviewed in September 2026 all teachers will be involved in review at this stage. 
Catherine Mc Intyre  will be responsible for co-ordinating the review.


	(Ratification and Communication
Ratified by the Board of Management 

Signed :_______________________

           Chairperson, Board of Management

Date: _______________________




Appendix 1 Geography Resources available for whole School

· Maps
· Atlas

· Calculators

· Graph paper

· Globes

· Digital Camera

· Visual projectors

· Interactive White Boards

· Powerpoints

· Jigsaws

· Edco Explore With Me Teacher Manuals Junior Infants- 2nd Class

· Edco Digital access to Explore with Me online materials

· Matching cards- Twinkl

· Small World- towns, castles etc

· Get Epic- Website/story/video

· Eye Gaze- communication device for assessment

· Small World  5th & 6th Class & accompanying digital resources

· Teacher resource Bools Senior Room- Where on Earth 4th -6th Class

· Teacher resource Bools Senior Room- Mapwise Ed Co 5th & 6th Class 

· Teacher resource Bools Senior Room- Atlas Hunt (Folens) 3rd- 6th Class

· Teacher resource Bools Senior RoomJust Maps (Educate.ie) 4th – 6th Class Mapping Skills

· Teacher resource Bools Senior Room- Prim Ed Reading Maps Upper 1

· Teacher resource Bools Senior Room- Prim Ed Mapping Assignments

· Teacher resource Bools Senior Room- Mapping Skills

· Teacher resource Bools Senior Room- Irish Primary School Atlas

· Teachers Resource Book Middle Room-Folens – The Pupil’s Workbook of Ireland

· Teachers Resource Book Middle Room- Fallon’s Plans and Scales

· Teachers Resource Book Middle Room-Just Maps 3rd Class

· Teachers Resource Book Middle Room-Map assessment 1 CJ Fallon

· Teachers Resource Book Middle Room-Prim Ed mapping Skills

· Teachers Resource Book Middle Room- Unlocking Geography Teacher’s Evaluation Copy
· Teachers Resource Book Middle Room-  Impressions of Ireland
· Teachers Resource Book Middle Room- The Secrtets of Ireland’s Seas
· Teachers Resource Book Middle Room- Map Skills 1 CJ Fallon
· Teachers Resource Book Middle Room- Fallons Map World 1 
· Teachers Resource Book Middle Room- Fallons Map Workbook 2
· Teachers Resource Book Middle Room- Fallon’s Map Workbook 1 New Edition
· Teachers Resource Book Middle Room- What a Wonderful World- Resource Book
· Teachers Resource Book Junior Room- Early Years Wishing Well People Who Help Us
· Teachers Resource Book Junior Room-  Bord Glas Developing Horticulture- Seedlings
· Teachers Resource Book Junior Room- A family from Germany
· Teachers Resource Book Junior Room- Country Fact Files- Russia
· Teachers Resource Book Junior Room- Prim Ed Early Themes- Space
· Teachers Resource Book Junior Room- Primary Geography Me and My World
· Teachers Resource Book Junior Room- Philip’s New School Atlas
· Teachers Resource Book Junior Room- Interfact Refereb=nce Children’s Atlas 
· Teachers Resource Book Junior Room- Oxford Infant Atlas
· Teachers Resource Book Junior Room- Kingfisher Young Knowledge Maps and Mapping
· Teachers Resource Book Junior Room- Beginning Geography
· Teachers Resource Book Junior Room- Lower Primary Mapping Skills
· Teachers Resource Book Junior Room- Safety First On the Road 
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