Scoil Mhuire Gleann a’ Chaisil


A Whole School Plan for
Music
	Title:  Whole School Music Plan


	Introductory Statement and Rationale

(a) Introductory Statement

 Following the in-service of 2004-2005, it was decided to commence the development of the school plan in Music. The process commenced with a whole school plan for the strand Performing, which was implemented from September 2006.                                 
This Music plan was then further developed with assistance from a cuiditheoir Mr. Redmond Connolly  This plan is for the information of teachers, others who work in the school, the Board  of Management, Department of Education and Science and other interested parties in the school community. It was reviewed and updated in 2017.
In March  2023 the staff  have revised original plan and have  collaboratively drawn up this whole school music plan. This plan is for the information of all teachers and staff, BOM and other relevant members of the school community.
(b) Rationale

In Glencastle N.S. we believe that the music curriculum should provide the pupils with the opportunities to engage with a range of musical styles, through listening and responding, composing and performing. We also strive for them to become involved in movement and drama through music. This area was chosen for development in order to: 
• Benefit the teaching and learning of music in our school especially with regard to individual teacher planning. 
• Provide a coherent approach to the teaching of music across the whole school.
 • Review the existing plan for music.
• Create a core curriculum for all aspects of music for all class levels


	Vision and Aims

(a) Vision

Our school recognises that music education is part of a balanced curriculum, which aims to develop the whole spectrum of the Childs intelligence. We also seek to develop the Childs aesthetic, intellectual, emotional, creative and cultural development through engagement in positive musical experiences. Music in our school should provide lifelong opportunities for the development of imagination, sensitivity, inventiveness, risk-taking and enjoyment.
(b) Aims

We endorse the aims of the Primary School Curriculum for Music
· To enable the child to enjoy and understand music and to appreciate it critically

· To develop the child’s openness to, awareness of and response to a wide range of musical genres including Irish music

· To develop the child’s capacity to express ideas, feelings and experiences through music as an 

      individual and in collaboration with others

· To enable the child to develop his/her musical potential and to experience the excitement and 

     satisfaction of being actively engaged in musical creativity

· To nurture the child’s self-esteem and self-confidence through participation in musical performance

· To foster higher-order thinking-skills and lifelong learning through the acquisition of musical

     knowledge, skills, concepts and values

· To enhance the quality of the child’s life through aesthetic musical experience      
Curriculum Planning

Each class-teacher is familiar with the strands,strand unit content objective for their class level.
This Music plan will be addressed under the following headings Curriculum Planning: 

1. Strands and strand units 

2. Linkage and integration Approaches and methodologies 

3. Approaches and methodologies

4. Assessment and record keeping

 5. Children with different needs 

6. Equality of participation and access Organisational Planning:

 7. Timetable

 8. Resources and ICT

 9. Health and safety 

10. Individual teachers’ planning and reporting 

11. Staff development 

12. Parental involvement 

13. Community links

14. Success Criteria

15. Roles and Responsibilities


	1. Strand: Performing
Objectives for Song singing

Children from Junior Infants to Second Class will:

· Recognise and sing familiar songs and melodies from other sources, with increasing vocal control and confidence as the child progresses. These should include pentatonic songs (based on five notes: d,r,m,f,s,l)
· Develop a sense of pitch through imitating short melodies in echo (in Infant Classes the vocal range is five to six notes D to A and by seven to eight years the range will increase to an octave)

· Show the shape of melodies by moving upwards, downwards or staying the same.

· Show the steady beat (pulse) when listening to, accompanying or performing familiar songs, rhythmic chants or games.

· Perform songs and rhymes with a sense of dynamics (loud / soft) where appropriate. By 1st and 2nd Class children will begin to select the dynamics most suitable to a song.
· 1st and 2nd Class will understand the difference between beat (pulse) and rhythm e.g. one group will clap the beat, another group taps the rhythm and another group sings the song.

· 1st and 2nd will identify obvious differences between sections of songs in various forms e.g. verse and refrain.

Children from 3rd to 6th Class will:

· Recognise and sing from a widening and more demanding repertoire of songs with increasing vocal control, confidence and expression. These should include: pentatonic songs (based on five notes d, r, m, f, s, l) and songs with major, minor and modal keys.
· When singing children should show greater control of pulse (steady beat) tempo, pitch by the end of 6th Class children should achieve a vocal range (if approximately one and a half octaves), diction and posture.
· Perform songs with increased control of dynamics, phrasing and expression and relate words and mood of a song to style of performance.

· Understand the difference between beat (pulse) and rhythm.

· Notice the differences created between the sections of songs in solo / chorus, question-and-answer, four-line song structure as in poetry or verse and add-on-songs

· Perform simple part-singing:

a) Perform rhythmic or melodic ostinato-a pattern that is repeated over and over.

b) Use a drone in accompanying a song –long held notes
c) Perform in groups simple rounds in two or three parts e.g. “Three Blind Mice”

5th and 6th Class:

d) Distinguish individual parts in a round by singing, listening and moving
e) Perform a round in several textures: voices and chimebars
f) Perform as part of a group, two songs sung individually and as partner songs e.g. “This Old Man” and “Michael Finnigan”

g) Perform as part of  group arrangement songs that include counter melodies dies or harmony parts

h) Identify unison parts (two or more independent parts played together) visually (from notation) and aurally.

Objectives for Literacy

Children from Junior Infants to Second Class will:

Rhythm

· Match selected sounds with their picture source e.g. teacher hums “Twinkle Twinkle” or “Mary had a little lamb” and the child chooses a picture of a star or a picture of a lamb as the appropriate matching symbol.
· Recognise and perform simple rhythm patterns from pictorial symbols e.g. cat /kit-ten, dog /pup-py.

· Identify and perform familiar rhythm patterns from memory and from notation.

· Progress from pictorial to stick notation- (ta, ti-ti, and ta, rest)

Pitch

· Recognise the shape (contour) of a simple melody

· Recognise and sing familiar tunes within range of two and three notes : s,m,l-hummed, sung to one syllable e.g. da, da, da; sung in tonic solfa e.g. s,m; from signs; from staff notation hand (two-lined stave)
Rhythm and Pitch (1st and 2nd Class)

· Recognise and sing simple tunes, from simplified notation, combining rhythm and pitch using:

a) Stick notation

b) Simplified staff notation (two-lined stave)

Children from 3rd to 6th Class will:
Rhythm:

· Identify and define rhythm patterns of well-known songs and chants progressing to more complex chants in 5th and 6th class.

· Recognise, name and use some standard symbols to notation metre (time) and rhythm for sequence progression.

Pitch

· Recognise and sing familiar tunes in a variety of ways: hummed, sung to one syllable (e.g. da, da , da ) from hand signs, sung in tonic slpha and sung from staff notation following the general direction, shape and structure of a melody
· Recognise the shape (contour) of melodies on a graphic score or in standard notation.

· Use standard symbols to identify and sing a limited range of notes and by 5th /6 th Class, children will in addition read and play simple melodies from sight
Rhythm and Pitch

· Children will use standard symbols to notate simple rhythm and pitch

· Discover how pentatonic tunes (based on five notes:d,r,m,f.s,l) can be read and sung and played in G doh, C doh, or F doh.

· By 6th Class children will understand the functions of major key signatures indicating the position of doh e.g. C major, D major, G major, F major.
Playing Instruments

The school has a stock of percussion instruments both manufactured and homemade and will use these to fulfil the objectives outlined above. Below are listed some examples of how we use the percussion instruments: 

· Accompanying poems and stories

· Playing rhythm cards

· Accompanying pieces of music 

· “Play and Pass” and other such games where children have the opportunity to play a wide variety of instruments

A music teacher comes to our school every Tuesday to teach Tin whistle to all the children in the school, and some other instruments including accordion and bodhran in the senior room.
Objectives for Playing Instruments
Children from  Junior Infants to Second Class will:

· Play simple percussion instruments e.g. triangle, tambourine, and drum. They will learn to take turns, play in ones, twos and in small groups.

· Use simple home-made and manufactured instruments to accompany songs, nursery rhymes or rhythmic chants.

· Children in 1st and 2nd Class will use percussion instruments to show beat or rhythm in accompanying songs or rhythmic chants

· Children in 1st and 2nd Class will identify and perform two-note and three-note tunes by ear of  from simple notation using tuned percussion instruments e.g. chime bars, tin whistles and hand bells. 
Children from 3rd to 6th 
· Discover different ways of playing percussion and melodic instruments e.g. scraping or striking a drum, clamping the sound of a triangle by placing hand on it, flicking / rolling /slapping a casaba, playing a xylophone with one or two sticks, covering a number of holes on a tin whistle, using various features on an electronic keyboard.

· Use percussion instruments with increasing confidence and skill to accompany tunes, songs, and chants e.g. playing a rhythmic ostinato, playing a drone (long held notes)
· Identify and perform simple, familiar tunes from memory or from notation. Instruments may include tuned percussion (e.g. chime bars), melodic instruments (e.g. tin whistle). Repertoire may include simple melodies learnt in previous years, simple rounds, tunes from the listening programme.
2. Strand: Listening and Responding

Strand Unit : Exploring Sounds

Children in Classes from Infants to Second will  be enabled to:

Environmental sounds

· Listen to, identify and imitate familiar sounds in the immediate environment from varying sources. Children in 1st and 2nd Class will also describe sounds in the environment with increasing awareness.
· Describe sounds and classify them into sound families. In 1st and 2nd Class children will recognise and classify sounds using different criteria.

· Classify and describe sounds within a narrow range.

Children in 1st and 2nd Class will recognise and demonstrate pitch differences

Vocal Sounds
· Recognising the difference between the speaking voice and the singing voice and use these voices in different ways in Infant Classes.

· Recognise different voices and in 1st and 2nd Class, identify pitch differences in different voices.

· Use sound words and word phrases to describe and imitate selected sounds in I

· Infant Classes.
· Explore the natural speech rhythm of familiar words in 1st and 2nd Class.

Body Percussion

· Discover ways of making sounds using body percussion

Instruments

· Explore ways of making sounds using manufactured and home-made instruments

· Experiment with a variety of techniques using manufactured and home-made instruments.

· Children in 1st and 2nd Class will explore how the sounds of different instruments can suggest various sounds and sound pictures.

Children in Classes from 3rd to 6th will be enabled to:

Environmental sounds
· Listen to and describe a widening variety of sound from an increasing range of sources with, in 5th and 6th Class an increased understanding of how sounds are produced and organised.

· Children in 5th and 6th Class will recognise and classify sounds using different criteria.

· Children in 3rd and 4th Class will recognise and demonstrate pitch differences.

Vocal Sounds

· Discover, and in 5th and 6th Class explore, the different kinds of sounds that the singing voice can make.

· Distinguish and describe vocal ranges and tone colours heard in a piece of music in 5th and 6th Class.

Body Percussion

· Discover a wider variety of ways of making sounds using body percussion in pairs, small groups and in 5th and 6th Class , large groups.

Instruments
· Explore ways of making sounds using manufactured and home-made instruments.

· Explore how the tone colour of suitable instruments can suggest various sounds and sound pictures.

Strand Unit: listening and Responding to Music

Children in classes from Infants to Second will be enabled to:

· Listen to a range of short familiar and unfamiliar pieces of music or excerpts.

· Respond imaginatively to pieces of music through movement.

· Talk about pieces of music, giving preferences, and illustrate responses in a variety of ways.

· Show the steady beat in listening to live or recorded music. Children in 1st and 2nd Class will differentiate between steady beat and music without a steady beat.

· Recognise and show the difference between fast and slow tempos and in 1st and 2nd Class, getting faster and getting slower.

· Differentiate between sounds at dynamic levels (loud and soft) and in 1st and 2nd Class getting gradually louder /softer.

· Recognise and show the difference between high and low sounds.

· Listen and respond to patterns of long sounds and short sounds.
· Perceive the difference between long and short sounds in 1st and 2nd Class.

· Identify different instruments in 1st and 2nd Class.

3. Strand: Composing
Objectives:

Children from Junior Infants to Second Class will be enabled to:

· Select sounds from a variety of sources to create simple sound ideas individually or in groups

· Invent and perform short, simple musical pieces with increasing control of musical elements

· Improvise, recall and invent new answers to given melodic and rhythmic patterns using voice, body percussion and instruments

· talk about their work and the work of other children

· invent graphic symbols or using standard notation to represent selected sounds.

· record their compositions on electronic media.
Children in classes from 3rd to 6th will be enabled to:

· Listen to and describe a broad range of musical styles and traditions, including familiar excerpts, recognising where appropriate its function and historical context.

· Respond imaginatively to music in a variety of ways.

· Listen to his /her own compositions and the compositions of others (recordings or live performances) and evaluate in terms of personal response (giving preferences) and in 5th and 6th Class, choice of instruments and expressive qualities.

· Show the steady beat in listening to a variety of live or recorded music, accompanying songs or chants. Differentiate between steady beat and music without a steady beat.

· Recognise strong and weak beats (and in 5th and 6th Class strong and weak-beat patterns) illustrating them through gestures.

· Discover and in 5th and 6th Class, identify two-beat time (like a march) and three beat time (like a waltz) by using gestures to accompany music and later in moving to music.

· Experience, and in 5th and 6th Class identify, six-eight time (like a jig)

· Experience dotted rhythms or syncopation (emphasis on normally weak beats) in familiar tunes through gestures and movement.

· Identify and describe the tempo of the music as fast or slow, getting faster or getting slower.

· Children in 5th and 6th Class will recognise and understand how tempo and dynamic choices contribute to an expressive musical performance.

· Children in 3rd and 4th Class will distinguish between sounds of different duration (long or short) while listening to music.

· Identify an increasing number of families of instruments, heard in a piece of music and examine the effects produced by different instruments.

· Respond appropriately to obvious different sections in a piece, and in 5th and 6th Class, determine simple form and represent through gesture.

Possibilities for Linkage and Integration

Linkage

Composing- Talking about and recording compositions

Integration

Visual Arts

-Drawing

-Paint

-Elements of art: an awareness of line, pattern and shape.

Physical Education

· Dance: Exploration, creation and performance of dance. 

Science

· Energy and forces-Sound

Religion- Song Singing
History:

-story: early people and ancient societies,

-Continuity and change over time

-Local studies

-Feasts and festivals in the past.



	Approaches and Methodologies

All children are actively engaged in music education in our school.

We provide a positive musical environment that encourages and values sharing of ideas, skills and resources.

Our approach to the teaching of the strand Listening and Responding have been agreed by staff as follows:

· All teachers will provide opportunities for their classes to engage with this strand.

· All classes will explore sound-vocal, body, environment and percussion as per the objectives for that class level

· All classes will listen to a minimum of six pieces/extracts from a variety of genres and respond in a variety of ways. Two of these pieces will be revisited in the next classroom and further developed.
· The class-teacher will choose the pieces for his/her class and will endeavour to ensure a balance between Irish, Classical, Modern and other music.
· Multiple opportunities will be provided for children to Listen and Respond to each piece and pieces will be re-visited at different times of the year, where a different response is elicited

· The emphasis will be on active learning with pupil’s workbook used as a resource and aid

· Musicians may be invited to perform for the children. All such visits will be discussed in advance by staff and the class-teacher will be present at music session
Our approach to the teaching of the strand Composing have been agreed as follows:

· Putting two note, three note, pentatonic, whole scale etc. tunes to rhythmic compositions using chime bars, whistles, bells and boom whackers 
· Using composition cards

· Creating melodic sound effects
· BAG compositions on whistles

Vocal compositions:

· Creating sounds capes, sound stories, accompanying poems and stories in various ways combining rhythmic and vocal compositions

Rhythmic composition:

· Linked with our literacy (4x4 grids ta ti ti etc.)

· Composition of raps and rhymes

All children are encouraged to improvise, discuss, evaluate and record music as part of the Composing Strand.


	

	 Assessment and Record Keeping

Assessment and Record Keeping will be governed by the school’s policy on Assessment and Record Keeping.

The main assessment tool used for music will be teacher observation, teacher designed tasks and

The assessment will be used by teachers to inform their planning and in the management of the learning activities.

Teachers will report on the child’s progress in music at Parent/Teacher Meetings and in the annual report. 



	Children with Different Needs
Scoil Mhuire Gleann a’Chaisil strives to meet the needs of all children. 

Activities are adapted and modified so that all children can participate meaningfully in classroom music. Teachers vary the pace, content and methodologies to try to ensure that all children will achieve learning and success. A  special needs assistant may  guide, assist, monitor and enable children with different needs to participate to the best of their ability in a class situation if availavble. Where possible, children who have difficulty in manipulating sound sources will have help from an SNA, teacher or peer. 
In our special classes

We use music to support the development of other skills in areas across the curriculum and

to provide, relaxation, recreation and entertainment.  Music is highly motivating for many

students with different learning needs. It can help to elicit responses from students whose

interest is often difficult to arouse and is enriching for those who find other areas of the

curriculum challenging. Enjoying music and enabling all the children in our special classes to

participate in a wide range of music making activities is central to our planning in this

subject. We use a thematic approach to teach music covering all strands of the music

curriculum with the support of the NCCA guidelines to develop our pupil’s music ability and

to develop enjoyment and skills to carry into adult life.

When a class-teacher recognises that a child displays a particular ability in Music, this will be communicated to the parents/guardians, so that the child may have the opportunity to take out of school music lessons, circumstances permitting. We recognise that some children in our school learn to play musical instruments through private lessons. As teachers, we will encourage these children to play for their fellow-pupils; this will provide an opportunity to listen and respond to live music.
Equality of Participation and Access

Equal opportunities are given to boys and girls to participate in class activities. All pupils have equal to and opportunities to experience all strands of the music curriculum. This is in line with our Equality Policy.

	Organisational Planning

Timetable 
Time is allocated per week as per the guidelines for the Arts curriculum. This time allocation may be broken down at the discretion of the individual teacher. In the Junior Classes, the time may be shorter and more frequent and in the Senior classes the time may be divided into longer sessions. Teachers may choose to block times at particular occasions during the year. Teachers should ensure that pupils who attend Spec. Ed teacher are included for as much of the music curriculum as possible.

	Resources and ICT

See Attached List


	Health and Safety
Teachers will be at all times mindful of the school’s Health and Safety Policy. Children will be encouraged to safeguard their own well-being. Pupils from infants to second will not be permitted to plug in electrical equipment. Children will be encouraged to show respect for musical instruments and to play them at an appropriate volume. Teachers will be aware of hidden dangers that pose a problem to children moving around the classroom and structure their classes to avoid these hazards. Teachers always ensure that each pupil will have adequate space to stand or sit when doing choral or instrumental work. Teachers will also ensure that appropriate volume levels are adhered to when using audio equipment. 


	Individual Teachers’ Planning and Reporting

Teachers will base their yearly and short-term plans on this Music Development Plan. Work covered will be outlined in the Cuntas Míosúil and will be used to review the school’s progress.


	Staff Development

Teachers have access to reference books, resource materials, instruments, equipment and websites dealing with music. Resources are available in different centres as listed above 

• Catherine Mc Intyre  (Principal) will take responsibility for monitoring developments.

 • Staff are consulted about the purchasing of instruments and materials for music 

• Information about in-service courses, school visits, musical events are communicated to all by Catherine Mc Intyre

 • Teachers are encouraged to attend in-service courses.

 • We are always looking at opportunities for staff with expertise in the areas of music to share their ideas with other staff members e.g. co-operative teaching.
 • Time is allocated at staff meetings to discuss aspects of the music curriculum 
•  There are opportunities for whole school engagement with particular strands e.g. Christmas Carol Service, Christmas/Nativity Play, Trip to the Musicals.


	 Parental Involvement

Parents are encouraged to support the schools Music education.

Parents are encouraged to listen to their child/children practice their tin whistle.
Parents are encouraged to listen to their child singing as part of homework.

Parents are invited to attend the schools annual concert /drama to view the children’s performance in music. 

Parents who sing or play instruments will always be welcome by the staff of Scoil Mhuire, Gleann a’ Chaisil.


	 Community Links
We hope to attend musical performances available  in Áras Inis Gluaire during the academic year, with the pupils, to encourage them to listen to and appreciate music.

.
The children in the senior Room attend the Transition Year Musical annually in Our Lady’s Secondary School.

Pupils from First to Sixth Class are invited to partake in an annual Christmas Carol Service alongside Belmullet Church Choir and other primary schools in our parish.
We provide a school choir for our “Crinnish Challenge Mass” that is attended by members of our community.


	Success Criteria 

We will know if the plans have enhanced pupil learning if: 
• Children have a positive attitude and appreciation of music

 • Children have an interest in expression through music 

• Children engage in listening and responding, performing and composing music 

• Children have explored sound including vocal sound, body percussion, instruments and environmental sounds 

• Children have listened and responded to music from a wide variety of genres and cultures in a variety of ways

 • Children sing songs appropriate to their vocal range from a wide variety of genres and cultures 

• Children play a variety of instruments

 • Children experience a variety of ways of recording music which may include graphic, pictorial, ICT and traditional music notation

 • Children improvise and create music using a variety of sound sources

 • Children talk about, evaluate and record their work.

• Inspector’s suggestions/ Report


	Implementation
Roles and Responsibilities

Class teachers are responsible for the implementation of the Listening and Responding for their own classes. The Principal Mrs. Catherine Mc Intyre will be responsible for supporting and developing the Music Programme throughout the school, co-ordinating the progress of the plan, encouraging and accepting feedback on its implementation and reporting to staff on findings. She is also responsible for the purchase, distribution and monitoring of resources.
Timeframe

  School Year 2023-2024


	Review

Feedback from   teachers, pupils, parents and School Inspector will be reported at the end of school year.  By reviewing this plan on an annual basis we wish to ensure optimum implementation of the Music Curriculum in Scoil Mhuire Gleann a’ Chaisil.

Those involved in the review are: 

• Teachers 

• Pupils 

• Parents

 • BOM/DES/Others


	Ratification and Communication

Ratified by the Board of Management

Signed:_____________________________________

Chairperson, Board of Management

Date_________________________

Parents can inspect this plan in the school office or on school website.




Appendix 1 Music Resources available for whole school
· Jack Hartman- You tube

· Song List from Sensory Story(Multiple Class)

· Song List from Sensory Story Multiple Class  (literacy Plan)

· Grow in Love –Music & Songs

· Music Therapy for Special Classes when funds are available

· Dabbledoo (online Resources)

· Irish Songs & Ballads (Senior Room)

· Instruments of the Orchestra (Senior Room)

· Singing Made Easy Volume 5th & 6th Class

· Ready to Rock Junior Infants (Early Intervention)

· Lámh Songs- Multiple & Early Intervention Classes

· ‘Come on everyone Let’s Sing’ Early Intervention Class

· Bua na Cainte- Rainn & Amhráin- Naíonáin Bheaga- Rang a Sé
· Resource Book I can play glockenspiel ( In Instrument box in secretary’s office
· Tin whistles for pupils
· Instrument Box- ASD Class- 4 Tin whistles, 2 egg shakers,  maracas, hand shakers 10 wooden shakers, 4 wooden clappers, 4 small tambourines, 2 wrist tambourines, 1 triangle, 1 hand held xylophone, 1 world double guiro

· 1 tone block, 4 jingle sticks

· ASD C;ass- 1 hand drum.

· ASD Class- 1 set of drums 
· 12 ukuleles Senior Room
· Boomwhackers
· Instrument Box- Multiple Class- drum, maracas, tambourine, shakers, wrist & ankle Bells, hand grip bells, castanets, recorder
· Instrument Box- Early Intervention Class- drum, ocean drum, rainmaker, egg shaker, clapper, symbal, triangle, 2 bells, tambourine, tambour, scraper, shaker.
· Hanging chimes- Early Intervention Class

· 4 Glockenspiel –Mainstream Secretary’s Office

· 1box percussion hand bells- Mainstream Secretary’s Office

· 2 Resonator Bells- Mainstream Secretary’s Office

· 3 Bodhráns- Mainstream Secretary’s Office

· Mainstream Instrument Box- 2 Metallophone , 1 Tambour??, 1 Rainstick, 1 Cowbell, 1 Jinglestick, 1 Guiro, 2 Claves, 4 triangles, 1 two tone wood block, 5 castanets, 1cabasa, 1 Two Tone Woodblock1cymbals, 1 maraca1 Wood Agogo,, 5 Rhythm Sticks,Music 1 tambour
· 1 set of Metallophone with stand- in secretary’s office
·  Instrument Box Junior Room Infant - 3 Tambouriners, 1 triangle, 2 egg shakers, 2 claves, 1 handbells, 3 castonets 1 rainstick, 2 Jingle sticks, 4 maracas,  1 crocodile xylophone, 
     

[image: image1.png]



PAGE  
14

